
Soil Summary 2016-2017
Soil Nutrient Status

This year’s annual soil summary uses soil samples submitted between June 2016 and May 2017, 
with data summarised according to the crop categories and optimum nutrient levels specified in the  
8th Edition of the RB209. The focus of this year’s soil summary is soil sampling and contained 
within the document we have provided tips and information to aid the sampling process.
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Top Tips for Sampling Soil
Before taking the sample
	� Soil analysis on each field should be carried out at least every 3-5 years 

	� It is advised not to sample an area larger than four hectares 

	� Ideally sample post-harvest September to February depending on timing of fertiliser application 

	� Fruit, Vines and Hops fields ideally to be sampled in Spring and before ploughing so lime/ fertiliser can be applied 
and ploughed down 

	� Leave at least 4-6 months after fertiliser and lime* applications before taking a soil sample or six weeks for 
organic manures.

The Sampling Procedure

1. Where to sample
	 ��In order to obtain a representative sample, areas known to differ in soil type and history (i.e. crop performance) should 

be sampled separately. 

	 ��The sample should be made up of between 20-25 cores taken from sampling points forming a ‘W or M’ pattern across the area.  

	 ��Avoid taking samples where muck heaps or feeders have been, headlands, or in the surrounding areas of unusual features, 
trees and hedges (please refer to diagram below).

2. How deep to sample
The sampling depth varies depending on the 
use of the field and cultivation.
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*Some guidance recommends to avoid sampling within 2 years of lime application.





Trends in pH, P, K, & Mg 1994 – 2017:
Trend in mean soil pH
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